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HIA in Austria

Development of concept for implementing
HIA in Austria had been commissioned by
the Austrian Federal Ministry of Health in
2009

Research and analysis of theory,
international (implementation) experiences
and initial position in Austria was conducted
Concept was developed by following the
Capacity-Building-Model (organizational
development, development of human
resources, resource assignment, leadership,
partnership) + was extended by four
implementation phases (awareness,
adoption, implementation,
institutionalization)

>>>

Institutionalising HIA in Europe form better

supporting decision-making processes

34 June, 2025
Madrid (Spain)

Phases for HIA in Austria and corresponding timeframes

Key areas

I Organisational development

HIA Support-Unit
HIA Website and HIA News

I Workforce development

HIA training

HIA included in relevant Curricula
HIA Guide

Pilot-projects

- Ressource allocation

Financial resources for HIA Support-Unit
Financial resources to carry out HIA

[ Partnership

HIA network, internationally linked
HIA Conference

* Leadership

Relevant policy makers familiar with HIA
HIA-trained persons in all relevant institutions

Phase 1: Awareness (2010-2015)

A common understanding of HIA, its benefits and
opportunities is established.

At the end of the stage, HIA is recognised as an
essential part of a broad health-promoting policy.

Phase 2: Adoption (2016)

HIA structures are built and financed.
HIA are carried out in different sectors.

Phase 3: Implementation (2017-2020)

Intersectoral cooperation and HIA are recognized
and approved "as better practice”.

Phase 4: Institutionalisation (2021 +)

HIA is established as a mainstream tool for
decision-making and integrated in the budget
law.

Source: Horvath et al. 2010
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HIA in Austria

e Establishment of HIA Support Unit at Austrian National Public Health Institute

* Establishment of an HIA network of interested Public Health experts, HIA users and interested civil servants from
national + state level

* Establishment of an intersectoral HIA steering committee

* Capacity Building Events like Train-the-Trainer Workshops, HIA summer school and HIA conferences took place

* (Pilot) HIAs were conducted from different institutions (voluntary)

* In 2018 we had to end the systematic HIA implementation (Ministry shifted their resources) without reaching a
legal obligation for HIA

BUT:
* HIA experiences were gained and stayed in Public Health Community
» Standalone HIAs have been commissioned after 2018 - at the Public Health Institute, e.g.:
* HIA on 1t lockdown and social distancing to contain the COVID-19 pandemic in Austria (2020)
* HIA on a modified risk assessment on sexual behaviour for the admission to donate blood in Austria (2021)
* International Collaborations allow new opportunities, e. g. EU Joint Action Prevent NCD task 9.5 “Review and
redesign/strengthen the use of Health (in) impact assessments”



	Foliennummer 1
	Foliennummer 2
	Foliennummer 3

