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EMCDDA
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European Monitoring Centre on Drugs and Drug Addiction



Reitox network
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NFPs in 28 EU Member 

States, Norway and 

Turkey

Unique data collection 

system
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Cocaine
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Number of powder cocaine seizures and quantity 

seized: trends and 2017 or most recent year



 1 % of adults are daily users 

 18 % of 15–24 year olds used cannabis in 

the last year

 The average potency of cannabis has been 

increasing 

Cannabis: increases in potency and treatment 

entrants 
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Cannabis resin

 Cannabis is the drug most 

often reported as the main 

reason for entering 

treatment for new entrants 

to specialised treatment 

services 



 55 substances were detected 

for the first time in 2018

 390 of the 730 substances 

monitored by the EWS were 

detected in 2017

 Seizures of NPS are dominated 

by synthetic cannabinoids and 

cathinones

 Synthetic opioids now playing a 

bigger role: 49 new synthetic 

opioids monitored by the EWS, 

fentanyl derivatives are now the 

majority 

 Synthetic opioids targeted at 

people with problematic drug 

use patterns

NPS: diversity of substances in a complex market
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 5.4 tonnes of heroin seized,

81 tonnes of the heroin 

precursor chemical acetic 

anhydride

 Laboratories detected in the EU 

producing heroin from morphine 

using this precursor 

 Heroin purity remains high and 

retail price relatively low

Heroin: indications of market changes
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Number of heroin seizures and quantity seized: trends and 

2017 or most recent year 



Drug related health problems

 Substance used

 Purity and content

 Route of administration

 Individual vulnerability

 Chronic problems and acute harm

 Social consequences
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HCV: enhancing access to prevention, testing and 

treatment
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 HCV antibody prevalence rates in 8 of the 14 countries with national data 

are in excess of 50 %

 Barriers to testing and uptake of treatment

 Low-threshold services are an important access point to testing 



Fatal overdoses: opioids present in majority of deaths
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From 2012–17 overdose deaths 

increased in older groups 

9 461 deaths in 2017 

(EU, Turkey and Norway)



Responses to drug problems
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Prevention
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• Environmental to indicated prevention

• Target groups

• Settings/ contexts



Approaches:

• Pharmacological

interventions (OST)

• Behavioural and

psychosocial interventions

• Residential rehabilitation

• Self-help and mutual aid

groups

• Recovery/reintegration

support services

Treatment
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Reitox Map of Addiction

Care in Europe:

www.reitox.eu



Harm reduction

• Reducing the spread of HIV and viral hepatitis: Needle and

syringe provision, testing, vaccination, HCV-treatment, OST

• Reducing opioid-related deaths: 

Take-home naloxone

programmes, OST,

drug consumption rooms, 

heroin assisted treatment

• Responding to drug problems

in nightlife settings: on-site 

drug-checking services

• Responding to NPS: EWS
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www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/take-home-naloxone_en



M-health: new tools for responding to drug problems

 Digital prevention and treatment interventions are being 

delivered via m-health apps

 Multiple functions provided (e.g. geo-location to find 

needle and syringe exchanges) 

 Challenges: evaluation, quality standards and data 

protection 
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emcdda.europa.eu

  twitter.com/emcdda

facebook.com/emcdda

flickr.com/photos/emcdda

youtube.com/emcddatube

#EDR2019 

#HealthierEurope #MoreSecureEurope

Video: http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/media-

library/european-drug-report-2019-highlights_en

emcdda.europa.eu/edr2019

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/media-library/european-drug-report-2019-highlights_en

